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late developments in the nation's capital we go to NBC's Nancy dickerson at the White House typical of the 
grief the shock the disbelief here in Washington is that by Justice Arthur Goldberg of the Supreme Court he 
had called President Johnson and asked to go over and see him and he arrived and there were obvious 
tears in his eyes and he said it was my honor to be named to the court by President Kennedy said the nation 
has lost a great leader and I've lost a very great friend Mr Justice Goldberg was going up to see President 
Johnson to offer him his good will and that on the part of his wife mrs. Dorothy Goldberg and to give solace 
to President Johnson and his wife interestingly enough the man The Secret Service man who has been 
assigned to God and cover Vice President Johnson ever since he was elected to that position now President 
Johnson his Secret Service man the personal one assigned to him was ordered a month ago effective just 
yesterday afternoon Friday afternoon to take a new spot than his Bob was to work on special investigations 
for the Secret Service so | think it's somewhat ironic that the man who has been guarding mr. Lyndon 
Johnson ever since he achieved her or entered the office of the vice presidency now when he is president 
has been relieved of his duty and this was ordained a month before the accession assassination that took 
place yesterday | see standing by here out in front of the White House my colleague ray share another 
document adjust confer mr. Salinger's office this is a line of March in the order of the solemn cortege in the 
Capitol tomorrow we had the the brief outline of this before now we have 


00:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=_sQbAPZHwnyY &t=120s 





brief outline of this before now we have the details it says at 1:00 o'clock the body of President Kennedy will 
leave the fight house from the North Portico and a horse-drawn space on it will be preceded by a joint honor 
cordon of the Armed Services we'll be lined by a joint honored for des personnes will leave the fight house in 
the following order 1 the Metropolitan Police honor guard who is Major General Philip Whaley commanding 
general Military District of Washington 3 muffled drums for snares from each of five services bass drums one 
from each Army and Marine Corps drum major and leader from the Navy Band next the company of the 
United States Navy personnel because President Kennedy was a Navy man 89 officers and man next the 
special honor guard prepared composed of members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff then the national color detail 
a review man carrying United States flags and two guards then the clergy members of all faiths walking 
together then the caisson with seven horses a flanking caisson for enlisted men from each of the five 
services ten on each side two abreast plus four special services personnel then the personal flag detail one 
man carrying a presidential flag then the body Bearer detail immediate family in a car President Johnson the 
Metropolitan Police honor guard the procession will proceed to the Capitol where after a 21-gun salute ruffles 
and flourishes and the ban and the playing of hail to the chief' the casket will be carried into the Capitol a 
news conference being conducted behind us and placed on the Lincoln catafalque in the center of the 


rotunda the casket will be in state for public view beginning at 2:00 p.m. mr. Malcolm kinder killed up one of 
mr. Saunders assistant briefing at the moment as soon as we get the word we'll bring it to you raesha at the 
White House 
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| was just trying to hastily copy off the notes there of the format of the cortege the presidential funeral 
procession from the White House to the Capitol and its rotunda that same cortege we were told earlier 
Officially from the White House will be repeated on Monday from the Capitol to st. Matthew's Cathedral for 
the Requiem Mass the high rec room yes to be celebrated by Cardinal Cushing we are just waiting some 
more word here on a few minutes ago | got word that we might be able to bring you some more detail on 
what is being considered in Harlington National Cemetery the detail has not reached me | would like to 
repeat and emphasize however this does not mean a decision has been made it does mean that an area of 
Arlington National Cemetery where national heroes are buried and of course where mr. Kennedy has the 
right to be buried as a war hero and as a president the area two areas have been looked at but no decision 
has been made for the moment then we take you back to New York a small blonde boy followed by two little 
girls today plucked to hibiscus blossoms from bushes surrounding the resort home of Joseph P Kennedy the 
late president's father and took the blossoms put them on the front steps of the house we have this from 
NBC's John Chancellor who is stationed in Berlin he says it now appears almost certain that the big square 
in front of the West Berlin City Hall will be renamed John F Kennedy square mr. Kennedy spent as you 
undoubtedly would call one of the most thrilling hours of his life in the square last June when he visited Berlin 
spoke to the largest crowd ever assembled in that city Chancellor says to those of us who were in Berlin that 
day it was a 
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were in Berlin that day it was a triumphant appearance for the president you may recall a short time ago 
today we presented some film of a portion of that speech and we were remarking Frank McGee and | while it 
was on that it probably was one of the finest speeches the president has ever delivered and had it not been 
slowed down somewhat by the interpolations of the interpreter who translated the president's remarks into 
German for the crowd in the square in front of City Hall but it would have been a superb piece of work in 
terms of drama in terms of intensity in terms of the way it was fashion to move an audience to get back to 
Chancellor's report he said but some of us meaning the correspondents who were in Berlin when the 
president was there some of us who were there that day returned to City Hall Square tonight along with more 
than 40,000 West Berliners for a memorial tribute to President Kennedy there was the second night in a row 
that the people of West Berlin had so assembled in silent commemoration groups of students carried signs 
reading we have lost a friend l'Il get back to Chancellor's report in just a moment I have just been informed 
that in 25 minutes that would be it's now 4:15 Eastern Standard Time that would be at approximately 440 we 
are informed that President Lyndon Baines Johnson will address the nation this will be the second time he 
has made a public statement of any sort we of course will carry it this is the second public statement he has 
made since assuming the presidency the first one was last night very brief remarks he made at the airport at 
Andrews Air Force Base when he returned to the Capitol after having been sworn in at Love Field in Dallas 
Texas approximately 25 minutes from now President Johnson will address the nation of course NBC will 
bring you that address to return now to the details John Chancellor has furnished us with of 
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John Chancellor has furnished us with of events in Berlin today it is probably about two o'clock in the 
morning over there now but he says that earlier in the night in Berlin a crowd of 40,000 gathered one youth 
wore a coverlet of flowers in the middle of which was a picture of mr. Kennedy and a single word where it 
was why flares could be seen flickering candles burning in the windows of buildings around the square which 
Chancellor reports will problem almost certainly be renamed John F Kennedy square the mayor of West 
Berlin Villa Braun had suggested to citizens that they burn candles tonight in memory of the late president 


and all across West Berlin the candles are now burning it must be a strange sight to the people who look 
across the wall from East Berlin into West Berlin last night some candles were put in windows across the wall 
in East Germany and some mayor Braun spoke briefly to the crowd at the City Hall Square tonight he said as 
he spoke beneath a huge picture of President Kennedy picture that was made on the day he was in Berlin 
the photograph was framed in green and white flowers and other flowers were strewn across the steps of 
City Hall the big bell of City Hall called the Freedom Bell and that's a gift of Berlin from the people of the 
United States rang for about a minute when the mayor stopped speaking and then after the tolling of the big 
Bellamy he ended the forty thousand people stood in their places for a moment or two of what Chancellor 
describes is absolute dead total silence it was he says a nun counting moment as all those people stood 
there in complete silence thinking of John Kennedy and what he and the United States meant to them this 
was the John Kennedy who had said to them | am A Berliner then across the city in East Berlin as 
Chancellor the low faraway whistle of a railroad train sounded the meaning began to break up the people 
who'd been there had done all they could do they went home realizing that it could never have been enough 
that from John Chancellor on events in West Berlin tonight as that city marks the loss of a 
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tonight as that city marks the loss of a great friend of the man who said he was in fact a citizen of that city 
now in Washington NBC's congressional correspondent Robert Abernathy is standing by with an interview 
with Connecticut Democratic Senator Abraham Ribicoff we go to Washington for that senator Ribicoff is not 
only a senator from Connecticut he was before that President Kennedy's Secretary of Health Education and 
Welfare a close friend as well as a close colleague senator where were you when you heard the news Bob | 
was on the floor of the Senate I'd gotten there just about a quarter to two Senator Kennedy was in the chair 
there was a discussion of a library bill and suddenly a messenger came in about ten of and said the 
president was shot at mean we were all incredulous we just couldn't believe it and the senators rushed out 
into the hallway off the Senate chamber where the ticker tapes and everybody was watching to see what 
came over the tickers we just we just couldn't comprehend it and every senator was in an absolute state of 
shock have you been at the White House this afternoon yes yes tell us about well frankly | never thought that 
| would ever step into that White House and under these circumstances the casket was there in the East 
Room draped in an American flag there were flowers and an honor guard at the four corners and candles 
and the | was with a group of senators and members of the House and with our wives and we walked slowly 
and just passed the casket and everyone deep in his own thoughts of the great tragedy that had befallen our 
great nation Bob asked it was closed the casket was closed yes there were no members of the family at that 
point it was just we just walked through 
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what do you see now what do you sense now about legislation the mood of the country the mood of people | 
think the country is in a deep sense of mourning the country | think has a deep sense of purpose President 
Kennedy was a great president he proposed many great programs that | believe are absolutely essential for 
the nation they were slow getting going some were adopted much has been accomplished during President 
Kennedy's three years much more than people realize we've made starts in many fields and | know 
President Johnson he sat in a cabinet meetings I've heard him speak but was privately and at large 
gatherings and the Kennedy programs the Kennedy philosophy are basically the philosophy and programs of 
President Johnson you think he will he will fight for and can try to produce them yes | am sure he will and | 
think that Congress will be in a in a very a somber mood and will want to cooperate with a new president | 
think that President Johnson will have the support and backing and the Kennedy programs the Kennedy 
philosophy many great programs that | believe are 
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great programs that | believe are absolutely essential for the nation they were slow getting going some were 
adapted much has been accomplished during President Kennedy's three years much more than people 
realize we made starts in many fields and | know President Johnson in a cabinet meetings I've heard him 
speak but was privately and at large gatherings and the Kennedy programs the Kennedy philosophy are 
basically the philosophy and programs of President Johnson you think he will he will fight for and can try to 
produce yes | am sure he will and | think that Congress will be in a in a very a somber mood and will want to 
cooperate with the new president I think that President Johnson will have the support and backing of the 
Congress of the United States and | think that President Johnson will pursue and fight for President 
Kennedy's policies and | would predict that before Congress goes home about July of next year that the 
program of President Kennedy's as he has advocated since he came to office will become the laws of the 
United States of America do you think there will be operating in any sense of feeling of passing legislation in 
his name | think there will be a recognition that this is the least we can do for a great president is to pass 
legislation that meant so much to him and that he believed was necessary as to use his way to move 
America forward | think a lot of this legislation would move America forward and the Congress will recognize 
this and much of this legislation will be led now by President Lyndon Johnson but | do believe that before the 
year is up it will be the present the Kennedy program that will become the law of the land senator Ribicoff 
you were a Cabinet 
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senator Ribicoff you were a cabinet officer what what is the role of cabinet officers now they had been asked 
to stay on will it be difficult for them to stay on no | don't because you see a Vice President Johnson attended 
all cabinet meetings the president was on this side of the table and right opposite him was Vice President 
Johnson and then the cabinet was grouped around the table based upon the way you came the cabinet's 
came into the government and President Johnson participated in all cabinet discussions he was aware of the 
problems President Johnson was personally very well acquainted with every member of the cabinet all of us 
in the cabinet had a deep respect and affection for the then vice-president and now for our new president 
and | do believe that out of his knowledge and understanding and worn for the cabinet | would predict that 
certainly in the months ahead the present cabinet will probably be working shoulder-to-shoulder with 
President Johnson would you think it would be difficult at all for Attorney General Robert Kennedy to stay on 
in the same no | don't think different relations you know because | think there was great respect between the 
Attorney General and the vice president of course they weren't agonist in the convention in the Pro and the 
pre convention period but yet Attorney General played a very intimate role and in the decision too far Lyndon 
Johnson écome vice president and | know that during his years as vice president he was extremely very 
loyal to the president work shoulder to shoulder with him went across the country advocating his program 
was the basic spokesman of the president across the nation and | do believe that when two men respect one 
another they find that they find that they can work together senator have you heard any talk of a 
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senator have you heard any talk of a memorial of anything to the Mellow | think it's it's early but | am sure 
that what President Kennedy meant for the nation that there will be a memorial and | think it should be a 
suitable what | think is awfully early while the nation is in grief and mourning to talk about memorials but 
there's no question that this will follow in due course thank you very much you're welcome back to New York 
well known of course that the Kennedy family was an extremely wealthy family the fortune having been built 
by the father Joseph Kennedy senior was on the New York Wall Street and in the stock market operations 
here for a good many years before he came ambassador to the court of st. James in in London so that his 
son John F Kennedy died a wealthy man as one of the as the son of one of the richest men in the nation his 
personal fortune was estimated to have been between ten and twelve million dollars in some observers 
believe it was even greater but the point is that one that money was one thing that John F Kennedy never 
had to worry about his father had made a million dollars by the time he was 35 and he went on to amass 
what some people have estimated to be a fortune of 300 million dollars what I'm trying to make is that when 
his children Ricci age of 21 each one of them received a million dollars that had been put in a trust bond with 


no strings attached and at that time the father said | put them in a position where each one of them could spit 
in my eye and tell me where to go and there was nothing to prevent them from becoming rich idle bums if 
they wanted to luckily he said they didn't turn out that way NBC's Tom Pettit in Dallas Texas there's not a 
cloud in the sky this is Commerce Street and this is the police and courts building we're inside 24 year old 
Lee Oswald is being held for the murder of President John Kennedy the 
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the murder of President John Kennedy the Dallas Times Herald is out with a front-page editorial entitled let 
us search our hearts | thought | would read it to you terrible history has been made in Dallas as the 
newspaper and the magnitude of our city's sorrow can be measured against the enormity of the deed John F 
Kennedy President of the United States of America is dead killed in Dallas no matter what the explanation of 
the act the awful reality of it overwhelms us he died here we do not know now we may never know why it 
happened in Dallas and it is no comfort to our grief that an insane chance operating with blind destiny 
brought our president's death to us but this we know that as a city we must show the world the deep unity of 
our grief the depths of the stunned void that is in each of us let us go into the open churches the cathedrals 
the synagogues and there let us pray to God to teach us love and forgiveness in the quiet of our homes let 
us search our hearts and through the terrible cleansing power of our grief remove any vestiges of bitterness 
and hate what happened here could have happened in any city but first there had to be the seeds of hate 
and we must pray that Dallas can never supply the atmosphere for tragedy to grow again the bullet that 
felled our president was molded in an unstable world but to our great sorrow it found its mark here so says 
the Dallas Times Herald in a front-page editorial and the mayor of Dallas has declared tomorrow a day of 
prayer this is Tom Pettit NBC news reporting from Dallas NBC as we've said before has canceled all of its 
regular programs we will not resume regular programming until after the funeral of President Kennedy we will 
however resume our coverage in just a moment we pause now for station identification 
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tomorrow morning the body of President Kennedy will be moved from the White House to the Capitol rotunda 
and NBC's Robert Abernathy has some information about that for us now in Washington tomorrow Frank mr. 
Kennedy's casket will be on view to everyone all day today in the rotunda of the Capitol on the second floor 
under the dome preparations and plans have been underway for the receipt of mr. Kennedy's body and for 
the thousands of people who are expected to file by to pay their respects from the crypt in which it's kept in a 
sub-basement of the Capitol the black velvet draped Lincoln beer has been brought up and placed in the 
center of the rotunda this wooden support for a casket was built originally for the assassinated Abraham 
Lincoln it's been used since for every other assassinated president for several distinguished US senators 
military leaders and for presidents Harding and Taft William Howard Taft was the last president whose body 
lay in state in the rotunda the most recent use of the Lincoln bier was in 1958 when the unknown soldiers 
from World War two and the Korean War were honored all day today as potted palms were brought into the 
rotunda and as platforms were built there for cameras a seamstress by herself repaired and straightened the 
black covering of the beer which had become a little frayed and all day there have been meetings to try to 
make specific plans at present this is the plan honorary pallbearers will walk beside the casket up the main 
steps of the east front of the Capitol early tomorrow afternoon with members of the Kennedy family members 
of Congress and diplomats standing at the edge of the rotunda around the outside the casket will be placed 
on the bier in the center it will not be open when the American flag and the president's flag are in place when 
four sentinels have taken their positions at each corner of the beer with clergymen standing by as well after 
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with clergymen standing by as well after this early tomorrow afternoon the public will be admitted between 
the ranks of an honor guard people may walk four abreast up the Capitol Steps then at the door policemen 
will divide the line into two single files which will walk one on either side of the casket and people will leave 
by the door opposite on the other side of the Rotunda rotunda will be open for this from early afternoon until 


9:00 tomorrow night and for an hour Monday morning before the funeral this is Robert Abernathy in 
Washington now back to New York nations around the world are breaking their own traditions and 
precedents to mark the passing of the American president in Britain queen elizabeth ii has commanded her 
court to go into a week's morning and every minute from 11:00 a.m. until noon the great tenor bell in 
Westminster Abbey is tolling now this token of mourning is usually reserved only for the death of British 
royalty President Charles de Gaulle of France has ordered the flag of France flown at half-staff immediately 
by tradition the Tricolore flies at half-staff only on the day of the funeral of a French chief of state in Moscow 
as we reported premier Khrushchev broke off a tour to pay his personal respects at the United States 
Embassy and send messages to President Johnson and mrs. Kennedy he said he and the Soviet nation 
were deeply grieved leaders of the world | headed for Washington and for the funeral of the slain leader of 
the Western powers Queen Elizabeth's husband Prince Philip and Prime Minister Sir Alec douglas-home will 
represent Great Britain president de Gaulle himself will come from France he will undoubtedly be the eldest 
leader in point of time and from a historical point of view of anyone who would be present in Washington the 
only man left who compares with him in that sense is Britain's Sir Winston Churchill King butuan from 
Belgium will be here or in Washington Chancellor Ludvig Earhart from West Germany Prime Minister less 
than B Pearson from Canada president de Valera from Ireland United Nations 


00:26:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v= sQbAPZHwnyY &t=1560s 





Valera from Ireland United Nations Secretary General who thought there's a Burmese he will be heading an 
eight-man delegation and deputy premier and asked us | Mikoyan from the Soviet Union those are just a few 
of the leaders and representatives of leaders who have announced so far that they will attend the funeral in 
Washington on Monday at Vatican City Pope Paul the sixth dedicated his morning master the dead president 
the first Roman Catholic to become a chief executive of the United States in Tokyo Bay the tiny boats of 
Japanese fishermen pulled up long sad United States Navy warships with little flags flying at half-mast in 
their own form of tribute big and a little alike committed president condemned President Kennedy's 
assassination in Dallas and began to wonder what course the affairs of the world will take because of it the 
common reaction at first around the world was pretty much what it has been here in the United States at first 
in comprehension and then grief mixed with rage and some measure of apprehension Prime Minister Nehru 
of India said we are deeply grieved and shocked at this both for personal and international reasons the 
consequences of it a far-reaching it will gradually seep down it's not so hard to believe that a Paris blues 
singer with tears streaming down her cheeks it's just so hard to take just looking at the clock recalling that 
President Johnson should if if the schedule we were given holes should speak to the nation in about seven 
minutes at approximately 440 Eastern Standard Time we were told about 15 minutes ago that the president 
would have something to say to the nation and of course NBC will bring that to you when he does make his 
address | imagine will be from the White House | would think so it could possibly be from his office there in 
the in the executive building which is just across my White House it is from the man who knows everything 
which is on the other end of this thing they just told us it will leave the White House | have just about 
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leave the White House | have just about said it Frank | think well it is it is only a matter of degree | suppose to 
how people across the country are acting in a way bill you and | are isolated we are here in the studio in New 
York and our contact is with our own correspondents in their contact with people on the scene so we can 
only imagine but | suppose it would be a safe enough assumption to think that all over the country the 
feelings are essentially the same they're expressed in different ways this is a big country it's a broad country 
so the feelings are going to be expressed in different accents and words come more easily to some lips than 
to others but from what little | have been able to see today most of it was earlier this morning people were 
moving about still and a half days | was having breakfast and little scraps of conversation floating around the 
room and it's not the sort of thing that one usually hears at breakfast words like Garfield McKinley Lincoln as 
people were tumbling back through their minds the history of this country and assassinations and | would 
think probably each wandering gets some further measure so the protection could have been given the men 
whether their lives could have been saved that way utterly impossible as we said time to time to give 100% 


protection how how in heaven's name could you protect a man in an open automobile with a catheter about 
them the people are thinking in these terms and | was | would think that the civil service or the Secret Service 
rather will probably re-examine their methods their routines their procedures but | | certainly would be in no 
position to make any suggestion as to what they might Institute they haven't followed in the past | would 
imagine certainly if if it ever occurred to President Johnson to travel as President Kennedy decided to travel 
on his most recent visit to New York without a motorcade without any real protection but traveling just as a 
normal citizen 
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but traveling just as a normal citizen accepting the normal delays you get in traffic if President Johnson even 
hinted that suggesting that I'm sure he would be completely and firmly overruled Washington of course is a 
city that has seen almost countless crises it has been presented with tragedies such as this many times in 
the history of the country and the arrangements are proceeding what might be called a pace there is of 
course confusion it compounds itself at the chaos from time to time as they try to make arrangements to lend 
some measure of dignity and decorum to these these sad affairs Bob Abernathy reported a while ago the 
black catalog has been raised from the Crypt below the rotunda of the Capitol and has been placed within 
our or within the rotunda itself | was there it is a.m. | was there when they had the the two unknowns that 
they brought back one from the war in the east and one from the war in Europe that they later placed 
alongside the body of the Unknown Soldier and | will defy anyone to stand in that rotunda at a time like that 
and see these these honor guards so rigidly at attention and moving with such utter precision as they 
changed the guard this big open circular space with all these pieces of statuary around and and not be 
impressed with the solemnity of the occasion it just seems profaned to talk in there yes speaking of the 
confusion in Washington by the little man who knows everything on the other end of what we wear in our 
ears but there is tremendous confusion right now at the White House currently as they prepare for President 
Johnson's address to the nation this is understandable League communications 
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understandable League communications media and | do not mean merely us but all of the people who work 
in this business of transmitting information have worked | think under tremendous pressures for the past two 
days and done an incredible job in in getting the information and getting it out and here now with everything 
that is going on at the White House and with the mobile units that are massed outside the White House 
suddenly the technicians are called upon to fire up the room that is called the fishbowl where the president 
speaks and get that prepared for a speech that should be coming up in roughly two minutes these little 
random thoughts that occur to us as we go along and we're passing them along obviously of absolutely no 
significance and it's perfectly apparent to you that we're only sort of stringing along here in filling time until 
such time as President Johnson is ready to speak but | couldn't help but reflect a little earlier in the day that 
for myself and for Bill and the other correspondents who are on the story the words President Johnson and 
the late President Kennedy come to the lips more readily than they did in the beginning and wondering also if 
perhaps former president Harry Truman doesn't know the feelings of President Johnson now perhaps better 
than any other American his having been confronted by the same situation here Frank in New York Post 
editorial today it's what is today today is tomorrow paper it is an editorial addressed to Lyndon Johnson and it 
points out that on the day after Franklin Delano Roosevelt died mr. Truman told a group of newspaper men 
that quote last night the whole weight of the moon and the stars fell on me and he said to the newsmen a few 
fellows pray please pray for me and the post says that Lyndon Baines Johnson must have comparable 
emotions must have had them yesterday and of course he did at at the airport at Andrews Air Force Base 
when he arrived did ask for God's help and for the help of the entire country in the days ahead Frank as we 
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country in the days ahead Frank as we await word for our switch to Washington to bring you the remarks of 
President Johnson | would say also that there is seems to me a a further parallel in the situation people of 
the United States having been a custom for so many years to the particular style of speech the diction the 
enunciation of President Roosevelt founded | think a little difficult in the beginning to take the flat tones and 
nasal quality of a former president Harry Truman when he first came to the White House and now we're 
going to find it difficult again to adjust our ears if you please and accommodate ourselves to the South 
Western drawl of President Lyndon Johnson when we have been accustomed to the almost unique accent of 
the Kennedys of Boston it has been pointed out by someone that we now have a president who will speak 
much more slowly | had a tendency to rush along and it has been said and it is perhaps true world in times of 
our private opinions might even be prejudices in this matter that that Kennedy was not an emotional man that 
he was not a man who allowed his feelings to run away with him on a certain | don't mean to suggest that he 
did allow them to run away but I think he was an emotional man | remember particularly in in one of the 
debates | don't remember which one it was don't you remember what it was he was talking about but 
suddenly he found himself discussing something that it seemed to me was of intense personal interest with 
him and about which he did have some emotional feelings and his voice rose higher and became thinner and 
he spoke | suppose even more rapidly than but there was a pace to it there was an urgency to it it seemed to 
indicate that that he was not altogether pragmatic and that he did have very great deep emotional 
commitments to some of these advances just his conviction that their best not displayed all the time there 
there were those who complain that the president 
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those who complain that the president indeed that the Attorney General cold people and as you pointed out 
they were not that at all | think you could see that today and some of the film was looking at at the president's 
performance ended was that in West Berlin his performance in Ireland the warmth vigor the vitality the man 
this is not something that that you can put on this is not something you can wear and display in public and 
not really feel this was no cold man we are of course expecting momentarily to be able to switch you to 
Washington for him | suppose we would have to call it an address and at any rate it would be some remarks 
from President Lyndon Johnson to the people of the United States we've heard very little directly from the 
president since he was sworn in Dallas Texas his first words after being sworn in with a decent interval 
elapsing was let's get this plane headed for Washington on let's get this plane airborne or words to that effect 
when he arrived at Andrews Air Force Base just outside the nation's capital last night again it was a very 
brief speech the essence of it being that we've all suffered a great loss and he needed the help of the people 
of the United States and the help of God and then a declaration which was issued or a proclamation | should 
call it which was issued above his signature today in which he declared a national day of mourning and 
urged all Americans to go to their places of worship tomorrow and now we're about to hear from him directly 
in a speech from the White House we're told it comes from that part of the White House that is called a 
fishbowl and what is actually taking place now is a great amount of equipment is having to be transferred 
around cameras are having to be moved into place cable is being hold and connections are being made and 
checked out the area has to be lighted and Pierre Salinger who is having press arrangements for the new 
president is assisting and cooperating in this enterprise and | think sometime else we get pictures without 
Salladhor saan 
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get pictures without Salladhor saan without teachers to Frank | think the President must compose himself for 
this one the short address the short remarks last night at the airport and I'm not denigrating them in any way 
were something that were expected it was a matter of form we knew he was going to say what he said we 
didn't know the precise words he would use but this address this afternoon is something different this is 
something for which the president must prepare himself because in a sense this is now President Lyndon 
Johnson going to the people he has been in Washington for about a quarter of a century all together | 
suppose his his history in Washington goes back to the days of the New Deal when he was a young 
congressman from Texas earlier in his life he was a school teacher in Texas and even earlier than that he he 


taught speech at one point did he yes yes houston | noted that at one time he taught speech | believe in high 
school he was he was connected in the early days with the National Youth administration the NY a much 
good many of our listeners are too young to remember what that was but that was one of the New Deal 
programs of President Roosevelt he went to Washington he was sort of a protege of mr. Sam Rayburn and 
they made quite a team actually as it turned out he was presiding officer he was the majority leader in the in 
the Senate at the same time that mr. Sam was Speaker of the House over in the house so that both 
branches of the national legislature were had as they're presiding officers so to speak Texans and mr. Sam 
was one of his most loyal supporters at the convention in 1960 | these things just linger in your memory they 
have no significance but then mr. 
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they have no significance but then mr. Sam trying to avoid the newsmen which is impossible at a convention 
had taken a seat three chairs in from the aisle mistaken believes that this might be give him some privacy 
and it was at some moment it wasn't particularly climatic | think somebody was making another one of those 
he turned me those beans and no one else did and he was sitting with his hand cupped up to his ear and this 
absolute mouse problem was occurring around him and he turned around a little like an old school teacher 
says any wave just handed people like that you don't have a gavel he could have quieted the entire hall he's 
certainly good the only one that's the first one in many many years that he hadn't even presented as the as 
the chairman for many chairmen information mr. Sam is gone now he died the senator moved down to the 
Senate became vice president of the United States and is now President of the United States a recollection | 
have of Lyndon Johnson it was when the various candidates were going around seeking delegates in various 
states and mr. Kennedy came from Newark to will the New Jersey Democratic delegation and Lyndon 
Johnson came to do the same thing and | have never seen a man so completely charmed an entire room 
with the folksy draw with some really very very funny stories which we're told superbly with a great sense of 
timing and after it was all over and mr. Johnson hadn't left | went around to some of the delegates or people 
who would be delegates to the convention and said well who you for they said we were for Kennedy before 
he came and we are still for him but he's a wonderful God just completely charmed them although he could 
not switch their 
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them although he could not switch their politics | suppose the one thing that one wing of the Democratic 
Party held against him more than anything else was the fact that he was a southerner although he presented 
himself as being a westerner at that time well you can't be from Texas or Oklahoma and not have a stream 
southerner in you | don't | don't think and it was because of the racial racial situation and well | think | think 
some of them were afraid of a man who was such a fine compromiser someone who so well knew when to 
give and when to take and he was a tactician in the Senate he knew what was possible he was a did you say 
a practitioner of the art of the possible but the thing that | was remembering was talking with mrs. Johnson 
well on into the campaign and and the the the candidate then was saying that he believed in the president 
approach to the civil rights issue and that this was causing some concern and consternation among the 
ranks of the Southern Democrats he was having rather profound impact on their their lives personally and 
she looked it hurts which has been expressed | think perhaps much more clearly expressed in the Senate 
they say of this that serving in the Senate makes it difficult for a man to become President of the United 
States because you can't serve in the Senate without taking a position and yet | should imagine that the 
experience that mr. Johnson had in the Senate and the can summon skill with which he played that 
instrument that is the United States Senate well certainly the to his great benefit now house if anyone knows 
better how to appeal the senators how to not manipulate them but influence them power and authority and 
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influence them power and authority and you use it the question being do you use it for good or evil purposes 
or something we're expecting momentarily to be able to take you to Washington forum and a press an 
address by President Lyndon Baines Johnson States the arrangements are being made now as we've said 
they're moving in the equipment that is necessary for us to be able to do this for you and we're just kind of 
filling time you're standing in place and something that that came from me this afternoon where here's 
something new frank president johnson plans to address a joint session of congress next week this is from a 
top administration leader who if i dig down in the story very quickly is not identified the only thing uncertain is 
whether mr. johnson will make that appearance on Wednesday or Friday of next week but the source says it 
will probably be Wednesday and that the president probably will make a plea for national unity in the present 
period or stress caused by the assassination of President Kennedy spokesman said | don't expect it to be a 
program speech meaning give me this nor did he expected to be a partisan speech | think we have just 
received the word have we not am i yes we should switch to Washington for an address by the President of 
the United States Lyndon Baines Johnson to the people of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy 35th 
President of the United States has been taken from us by an act which outrages decent men 
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an act which outrages decent men everywhere he upheld the faith of our fathers which his freedom for all 
men he broadened the frontiers of that faith and he backed it with the energy and the courage which are the 
mark of the nation that he led a man of wisdom strength and peace he molded and moved the power of our 
nation in the service of a world of growing liberty and order all who love freedom will mourn his death as he 
did not shrink from his responsibilities he said it himself the energy the faith the devotion which we bring to 
this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it and the glow from that fire can truly light the world 
now therefore i at lyndon b johnson president of the united states of america do appoint Monday next 
November 25 the day of the funeral service of President Kennedy to be a national day of mourning 
throughout the United States | earnestly recommend the people to assemble on that day in their respective 
places of divine worship there to bow down in submission to the will of Almighty God and to pay their 
homage of love and reverence to the memory of a great and good man | 
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the memory of a great and good man | invite the people of the world who share our grief to join us in this day 
of mourning and rededication in witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States of America to be affixed done at the city of Washington this the twenty-third day of November 
in the year of our Lord 1963 and of the Independence of the United States of America the 188 you have just 
heard the first formal address by our new president lyndon b johnson to the people of the united states and 
the president read his first proclamation setting aside next monday as the day of funeral and mourning for 
our late President John Fitzgerald Kennedy the vice president has been spending a busy afternoon he 
conferred with former President Eisenhower and with former president harry s truman we have no idea at 
this time when president johnson will leave the White House we know that the Office of the President and all 
the effects belonging to the late John F Kennedy have been removed from the Oval Office but the new 
president is still working in his old vice presidential offices in the executive office building the staff remains 
the staff that was taken on by the late President John F Kennedy and the president now must set in order 
and set in motion the business of government | repeat President Johnson has made his first formal address 
to the people of the United States over live television 
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the United States over live television and he was reading his first Proclamation as the president of the United 
States a proclamation setting forth Monday as a day of mourning and the day of the funeral of John F 
Kennedy the late President of the United States this is sand of an okra at the White House now back to 
Merrill Muller in our studios although we're not certain we believed that there was a slate switching signals 
there and that President Johnson's statement came from a temporary podium set up in the conference room 


outside the Oval room the presidential office which as Santa von ocher has just reported to you has now 
been cleared of mr. Kennedy's effects one of the last things removed from it was a big model of the aircraft 
carrier enterprise the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier we saw that being taken out on our monitor and we 
watched the setup of the podium but we never got a death of the room except it was not the fish room as we 
had been led to expect earlier nbc's racer re also in the white house had reported earlier that President 
Johnson might limit his speech very closely to just the proclamation and a remark as I'm sure you noticed 
yourselves mr. Johnson is having difficulty controlling his emotions in these public appearances he therefore 
apparently preferred just to read the proclamation and let it go with that we are going to try to get for you 
some immediate reaction from the people in the streets of Washington to this statement by the president we 
have unit's out as you know throughout the city all of them are equipped with monitors as we call them and 
they are all of them are attracting small crowds and we are trying to get now some reaction from the public to 
this statement by mr. Johnson mr. Johnson as you know drafted this statement this morning when it is his 
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statement this morning when it is his first official act now this doesn't mean that it is his first action of the day 
or since taking the oath far from it but he puts the seal on it which it thus makes it the first document of his 
administration as president we've had more word here that of other dignitaries | think I'd better repeat though 
what bill Ryan in New York told you just before we switched to the President of the United States that 
President Johnson does plan to address a session of Congress next week a top administration leader who is 
still unidentified said it would probably be on Wednesday we also have word that Queen fredericka and 
Sophocles Venizelos the Deputy Prime Minister and foreign affairs minister of Greece will arrive in New York 
Sunday evening to attend the presidential funeral here on Monday likewise Vice President of Argentina dr. 
Carlos H Perret and part of his staff are due in Washington directly from Argentina Sunday evening while we 
are concerned here with presidential funeral arrangements there is another funeral and another grief-stricken 
family mrs. JD Tippit shares with mrs. Kennedy the sorrow of widowhood her husband was the policeman 
shot down trying to apprehend the alleged assassin of President Kennedy we have learned from Dallas that 
they have three children by the way 14 ten and five the policeman's pay was four hundred ninety dollars a 
month and there is no pension or insurance plan for the policemen in the city they are of course a grief- 
stricken family as well we've been watching the monitor here to see if we have made contact with the people 
in 
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we have made contact with the people in the street and we're still setting up to try to do so for you as rapidly 
as possible and we also would like to point out that President Johnson although he has been shall we say a 
bit in the background today with all his arrangements and this is his deliberate intent you will notice he has 
not rushed to use the presidential office in the White House that while he has asked for and received the help 
support guidance of former President Eisenhower he has kept himself very much in the background because 
he is busy getting the government back into action even though Monday will be a national holiday now both 
for federal officers and for the entire nation nevertheless things must go on the Pentagon must keep 
operating on a 24-hour basis the State Department must keep operating on a 24-hour basis these things 
these reports must be kept up-to-date and kept at the president's elbow and mr. Johnson is taking care so 
that the presidential office no matter who occupies it does not get smothered in the necessary paperwork this 
both tragic and changing occasion now let's go to Chet Huntley in New York good afternoon the incredible 
swiftness of events the blinding velocity of the assassins bullet for example or the quickness with which 
human energy laughter thought and speech are cut off in the very midst of a smile a wave of the hand or a 
word all that has always been but now it's hitched to the staggering continent and ocean striding speed of 
communications NBC news 
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speed of communications NBC news correspondents around the world have told us today that they heard 
the tragic and terse announcement yesterday at virtually the same instant that we heard it here 27 and a half 
hours ago the president of this country breathed loved laughed and bore anxieties 106 minutes after the 
shots were fired he had gone and his body was on its way back to the capital and we had a new president 
and history had been jolted off its course but our minds and emotions do not adjust that quickly nor that 
readily the unreality of it won't go away and the nation is not functioning in genuine tune today to the 
mechanics of a change of government that change has been going on all day in spite of the reluctance of our 
hearts therefore let us recall now a few brief moments here and there of our national life with John F 
Kennedy in these last hours of farewell and turn our attention however reluctantly to the new developments 
of this day and this hour to a new government and the new president lyndon b johnson mr. Kennedy's 
remains have been in the East Room of the White House all day and according to a fixed schedule 
announced last night members of the government diplomats and others have been calling there to pay their 
last respects for a look at what's going on at the White House at this moment we switch there and to Ellie 
able to set aside for the ambassador's of foreign countries accredited to Washington to pay their last 
respects and those of their countries by filing past the catafalque on the in the East Room they will be doing 
this between the hours of 5:00 and 
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doing this between the hours of 5:00 and 6:00 their cars are rolling up to the North Portico one behind the 
other and they're filing slowly by there is at this moment as you can see it's raining quite hard the dark 
grounds of the White House are becoming very dark indeed | can see the cars rolling in one behind the other 
up to the north gate we can't seem to get a camera close enough for the moment right to see the 
ambassadors emerging that's all it seems to be going on here at the moment this is Ellie Abel at the White 
House what's going on at the moment is that there is a traffic jam in the horseshoe driveway of the White 
House as there has been nearly all day as people from as we said Congress the judiciary the executive 
branch and now the diplomats have been arriving mainly in black limousines and we don't know where they 
have all come from to the White House for brief stops to walk through the East Room where the president's 
remains live the lid closed the family asked for no flowers but they have been coming nevertheless and they 
have had therefore to set aside a room to hold it now we're going before we go any further with today's 
developments and tomorrow we're going to look backward briefly at some things you may have missed 
because they happen during the night when most people were asleep beginning when the president's body 
was brought last night from Bethesda Naval Hospital seen here in Bethesda Maryland 


END 


